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Authorittes to prove that the Vene- 
real Diſeaſe was known, a 


Euro 


pe in the Yea 


* 
2 
* 


* 


— 


Enquiry, avHethcr: t 
real Diſeaſe wa 


* 


by a ſudden and mal 
mia, we ſhall 

| Hofe 
d 


L 


* 


9 * At * 
o 


Wenden 
. 


(2) 


Baptiſta Fulgoſa (1) affirms, that- 


thi Venereal Diſeaſe was known in 


Traly two Years before Charles VIII. 
King of France came thither. This 
Prince arrived at Rome the latter 


End of December 1494 (2) ; con- 
ſequently this Diſtemper muſt have 


been known in that Country, ſo 


early as the Beginning of the Year 


1493. It was alſo in this ſame Year, 
that it broke out in . (3). 


5 4 


3 Lib. I. ſub finem Cap. IV. pag. 29. 
Edit. Paris, 1578. 8v9. Biennio antequam, &c. 


% Two Years before the Arrival of Charles 


« VIII. in 7taly, a Diſtemper was diſcover- 


ed, neither the Name whereof, nor Re- 


«© medies, could be found by the Phyſicians 
*in all the Writings of the Ancients, it had 
<< different Appellations, according to the 
Countries; in France, they called it the 
« Neapolitan Diſeaſe ; 3 whereas in 1taly, they 
4 called it the French; and in other Thees it 
had other Names, 2 3 1 


(2) Mariana de rebus Hiſpanizz ad annum 


1494. Cap. VI. 
(3) Gaſpar Torella in nee five de 


Lue venerea. Edit. Boerbaave, Lugdun. Bata- 


vor. 1728. 2 Tom. fol. p. 493. 
— This 


Pos 


(3) 


"> 


It is aid in an Arret of the Pal 


ment of Paris, (1) dated the 6th of 
March 1490, that the Venereal Diſeaſe 
had for two Years paſt been ſpreading, 

itſelf in Paris, and other Places of 
the Kingdom. The Beginning of 
the Year being, at that time fixed 
to the 25th of March, the Date of 
this Arret, according to the Ac- 
count at preſent, followed by the 


French, falls on the 6th. of March 


B 2 of 


66 This virulent Malady began in.the Year 
« 1493 in Auvergne, — from thence its 
*© Contagion made its way into _—_ the 


„ Iſlands, c. p. 3. 


(1) Aſtrue Lib. I. de morbis venereis, Cap. 
XV. pag. 109. 2d, Edict. of the Parliament 
of Paris, relating to the Diſeaſe, called the 
Great Pox, on the 6th of March 1496. : 
This Day, being the 6th of March, be- 


„ cauſe that in this City of Paris great 


“ Numbers were infected with a certain con- 


„ tagious Niſtemper called the Great Pox, 
* which for this two-Years paſt has great- 
« ly ſpread itſelf in this Kingdom, both 


n ** City of Paris, and other Places; 


6 wherefore, c.“ 


at 


1 
of tlie follewin 5 Year, 1697. 


con- 


ſequently, the lateſt Era of the Ap- 


pearance of the Venereal Diſeaſe at 
aris, is the Month of June, 1495 ; 


for it was known two Years before N 
the above-mentioned Arret. 


fFames Cataneus ſays, that this 


Dif temper began to ſhew itſelf in 


Traly in the Year 1494, at the Time 
when Charles VIII. of France in- 
vaded the Kingdom of the Two 
Sicilies 2 3 fo aſcertain what 
Time of the Vear 1494 this Tran- 
faction happened ; it muſt be ob- 


ſerved, that Charles VIII. made bis 
Entry ihto Rome, the laſt Day 


the Month ef FEY HF" m that = 

that he arcived at Naples the 2 2d of 

ae, i149 5; and that he left it on 
the 


460 Aphrofdine, Tow. F. Chap. I. p. 130. 


In the Be inning of the Year 1494, when 
*© Charles VII. ing of Frauee, invaded the 
9 Kingdom of } 4M a horrid Diſtemper, 
4 unknown to former Ages, broke out in 


fſtah, c.“ Aſtruc, Tom. th de mo1b. vener. 
ad an. 1494. 


ku a, wt ow pad > wh ot 


© a @ @® @ «a, Fama 


(s) 


the 20th of May following, when he: 
returned into Lombardy (3). This: 


therefore proves, that it muſt have 


been in Winter of 1494, or at far- 


theſt, in the Spring 1495, that the 
Venereal Diſtemper began in Jtaly. 


Nichouas Leonicenus aſſigns. it the: 
Date (4). q 

Marcel. Cumanus, Phyſician ang 
Surgeon to the Italian Army, con- 
ſiſting of Venetians and Milaneſe, 


which beſieged the City Novara, 


declares ( 5), that he had under his 
| B „ Care 
16 3) Mariana, ibid. loc. citat. 


(4) De Epidemia quam Itali rb Gal. 
licum, pag. 113. operum. Editionis Baſh lee, 


1532. fol. But it is commonly called the 


« French Diſeaſe, as thought the Contagion. 
66 thereof had been brought into ltaly by 
the French, or that, at the ſame time, 
0% Ttaly: had been ravaged both by the Dis- 
85 — ek and Arms of France. 


A 


(5) Apud Georg. Lieron. Welſchii 8 ylloge 


curation. et obſervation. medicinal. 5 
40. Whilft 1 was in the Camp at Na- 
* varra (which Mr. Aftruc very judiciouſly 
** corres into Novara) with the Venetian 


and: - 


: nene and n, who- had the 
Venereal Difeaſe in 1495. <6: 8 
certain, that the Siege 


| Novart 
lxſted from the 14th of uh to the 
roth of Haber 1495 (5). Con- 
ſequently, the Diftemper in Que 
ſton was known before the Month 
of Ofober, 1497. 
| Bourdigne obſerved this Diſtem- 
_ in France in the Year 14953 
WO 


Os IE RN MESS Een. he 2 
* * * 
EAR, We et aL 
2 8 5 , of 


* Milaniſe Troops, T declare that! ſaw 
c ſeveral of both „Ars Officers and 
* Soldiers, from an Ebullitien of Humours, 
„ rauſed, I beheve, dy the Inſtuence of the 
Kir, whoſe Faces ard Bodies were cover- 
"ou * ed with toathfome Blotches, which began 
either under or above the Preputium like 
* a Urain of Miffet, dr upon the Glans of the 
< Penis, attended with a Pruritus, and after 
ve ſome Da! ys, they became terribly afflicted 
„% with. Pains in their Arms, Thighs, and' 
4 Fees, with very large Blotches. It was 
*« with great Difficulty that the moſt ſxil- 
ful Phyficians could cure them, &c,” 
5) Commines Lib. VIII. Cap. VII. pag. 
138. Tom. II. Edit. By el. Guieciardim ad. 
xa bom 1495. 


«K A „ „ 


a. 4a Wa aim s oc al 


ap 
from this Anthor by N. uc (69 
Anthony Cocci Sobellius fays ex 


Sly in 14.96, that in che Denning 
= preceding Year, Le Braags 


nch Army's Arrival there. 
And this Anthor believes, that from 
this Circumſtance, it acquired the 
Name of the French Diſtemper (7): 


(6) Lib. I. de morb. vener. Cap. V. 0. 37. 
[ muſt not omit, that in this Year 1495, 
* France was viſited with.a Diſtemper, which 
<« the French called the Great Pox, or Ma- 
< politan Ieh, beeauſe, &. 

(7) Tom. II. Baſle Enead. X. Lib. IX. 
p- 1037. At the ſame Time a new kind 
<< of Diſtemper began to ſpread over all 3 
« about the Time of the firſt 
„ the French into that — which 128 
been begun the Vear before, and on this 
Account, it is probable, that the Diſeaſe 
© acquired the Name of French ; for its 
4 Origin, from what Tean difcover, is very 
© uncertain. However, it is u moſt terrible 
„ Diſtemper, , and Was never felt before in 
« any Age, Wc” 


ared in Italy, at the Time of 


494 


| 


238 
It . already been obſerved, that 
the French — arrived in Italy 


during the Winter 1494, and that 


Charles VIII. made his Entry into. 
Rome on the lait Day of December 
in the ſame Year. Theſe two Facts 
being proved, it follows from the 
Narrative of the Author juſt men- 


tioned, who was an Eye-witneſs of 


it, that the Venereal Diſeaſe broke 
out in Taly in the Month of De- 


cember 1494 ; or at fartheſt in Fe- 


bruary 1495. 
It would be uſeleſs to give a 


longer Detail of Authorities, which 
abound in ſuch Hiſtorians and Phy- 
ſicians, as have mentioned the Epo- 
cha of the Venereal Diſeaſe: It is 
abundantly ſufficient to cite only 
thoſe who. ſaw its firſt Appearance 
both in Italy and France. A due 


Conſideration of the. poſitive Aſſer- 
tions we have quoted, and which are 
irrefragable, muſt convince any one 


that the Venereal Diſeaſe was known 


in. 


(9) 
in Italy at the Beginning of the 
Winter 1494 ; and that its Appear- 
ance in France muſt, at fartheſt, be 
placed in the Month of June, in 
the following Year 1495. The 
Accounts of Fulgoſa and Torella, 
if ſtrictly obſerved, warrant an In- 
ference, that the Venereal Diftem- 
per was far from being unknown wa 
Italy and France in the Year 1493. 
However, waving that Opinion, we 
ſhall keep to the Epocha expreſſed 
in the Arret of the Parliament of 
Paris, and in the Writings of Cata- 
neus, Cumanus, and Sabellius. Theſe 
Authorities afford evident Proofs, 
that the Venereal Diſeaſe was known 
in Italy and France at the Beginning 
of the Year 149% ; or, at fartheſt, 
in the Month of June in the ſame 


Year, 


SECT, 


A FAY 


8 1 3 1 O 
8 E P T. un 


The Time of the Diſcovery of Hiſ- 


paniola by Chriſtopher Colombus; 
and the Times of his Returns 
into Spain from his rf and e- 


WF" «cond V. LV ojages. 


X10 Author whatever can give 
La better Account of the Fact 


| now under Conſideration than Fer- 
dinand Colombus, who has written 


the Life of his Father Chriftopber 
Colombus. This Author may be re- 


lied on: Oviedo quoted him with 


great Encomiums, both on his Ca- 


pacity and deep Knowledge in ſe- 
veral Sciences. (1) In the Preface; 


Which introduces the Life of his 
Father, he tells us, that he made 


ſeveral Voyages with him; and that 
through the Work, he has kept 


cloſe to the Letters and Memoirs 


which 


( i) * general de las Indias. Sevilla 
15 35. . 


| We * * TW. c CO 


(EN, 
which he had from him, adding 
only ſuch Things as he himſelf had 
ſcen. For want of the Spaniſh Ori- 
ginal (2) of this Work of Ferdinand 
Columbus, I have made uſe of an ac- 
curate Italian Tranſlation | of. it by 


Alphonſo Ulloa (3). | 

He ſays in the Body of the Work, | 
that his Father tailed. out of the 
Harbour of Pales in the Year 1492 3 
and that he kept an exact Journal, 
not only of the Ship's Reckoning, 
but alſo of every Particular wort ly 
of Obſervation, both with re gard to 
Natural Hiſtory, and what: might 
facilitate the Diſcovery of the Coun- 
tries he. was bs Kaen after ( 4). 


Don 


ab ) Ni cholas Anthony, ſays in * Bibliotheca 
Hi ſpanica, that he never ſaw it. Biblio. nova · 
Tom. I. p. 285. ſub. Ferdinando Colon, © 

(3) Hiſtoria del S. D. Fernando Columbo, 
containing a true and particular Account of the 
Life and Actions of Admiral Chrifopher Colum- 


bus, his Father, lately tranſlated from the Spanyb 
into Italian, by Alfonſo Ulla Venetia, M.D.L xl. 
appreſſo Franceſco de Franceſchi Saneſe. 


( 4) Ibid. Cap. XV. . 3 & 38. b. 


| ( 10 ö 


SECT. . 


The Time of the Diſcovery of Hiſ- 
paniola by Chriſtopher Colombus; 
and the Times of his Returns 
into Spain from hrs firft and ſe— 
5 cond Voyages. 


o Author whatever can give 
Ja better Account of the Fact 
now under Conſideration than Fer- 
dinand Colombus, who has written 


the Life of his Father Chriſtopher b. 
Colombus. This Author may be re- 01 


lied on: Oviedo quoted him with IM 
great Encomiums, both on his Ca- f. 
pacity and deep Knowledge in ſe- tr 
veral Sciences. (1) In the Preface, 
which introduces the Life of his 
Father, he tells us, that he made 
ſeveral Voyages with him; and that 
through the Work, he has kept 
cloſe to the 1 and Memoirs. 
Which 


> (1) Hiftoria general de las Indias, Sevilla 
| es in 1535. fol. 


EN 

which he had from him, adding 
only ſuch Things as he himſelf had 
ſeen. For want of the Spani 
ginal (2) of this Work of Ferdinand 
Columbus, T have made uſe of an ac- 


curate Italian Tranſlation of it by 
Alphonſo Ulloa (3). 


He ſays in Ps Body of the Work, 


that his Father failed. out of the 


Harbour of Palos in the Year 1492 ; 
and that he kept an exact Journal, 


not only of the Ship's Reckoning, 


but alſo of every Particular worthy 


of Obſervation, both with regard to 


Natural Hiſtory, and what might 
facilitate the Diſcovery of the Coun- 


tries hen was bs (TINO after (4). 


Don 
6 Nicholas Anthony, ſays in his Bibliotheca 


Hiſpanica, that he never ſaw it. Biblio. nova. 
Tom. I. p. 285. ſub. Ferdinando Colon, © 


(3) Hiſtoria del S. D. Fernando Columbo, 


containing a true and particular Account of the 
Life and Actions of Admiral Chriſtopher Colum- 
bus, his Father, lately tranſlated from the Spaniſb 
into Italian, by Alfonſo Ulla Venetia, M. D. LExI. 
appreſſo Franceſco de Franceſchi Saneſe. 


(4) Ibid. Cap. XV, P. 38 & 38. b. 


Ori- 


i, 


&'> a 
D * 
— 


: = 


Don Firdinand mentions four ſe- 
veral Voyages, which his Father 
made to America, In the firſt 
he departed from the Harbour 


of Palos, on the 3d or 4th of | þ 
Auguſt 1492, Keepin, on the | 
13th of March 1493. He ſet M« 


fail on his ſecond . the 25th 
of September 1493, and returned 
on the 8th of June 1496. His 
Departure for the third Voyage, 
was on the 3cth of May 1498, 
and his Return on the 20th of No- 
vember 1500. Laſtly, he under- 
took his fourth Voyage on the 
gth of May 1502, and arrived in 
Spain in the Beginning of the Year 
1505. Now, let uscloſely examine 
the ſeveral Particulars of theſe Voy- 
ages, and compare their Dates with 
that of the Commencement of the 
Venereal Diſtemper in Europe, in 


order to ner in which of 
theſe four ſeveral Voyages this Diſ- 
temper was brought over from 
5 Ame- 


+ oval 
1 
1 


3 


(23) 


Anerica, as fo many celebrated Au- 


thors will have it to be. = 
It was the 16th FY Fanuary 

1493, when Colombus left Hiſpanio- 

ja on his Return from ren firſt 


Voyage. He was forced by Streſs 


of Weather to put in at the A. 
zores Iſlands (4), and afterwards at 
Lisbon, where he arrived on the 
4th of March in the ſame 
Lear (5). King John II. received 


him very graciouſly, and ordered 
Scarlet Clothes for the Indians he 


had brought over with him (6). 
Columbus ſtaid nine Days at Lisbon, 
and then ſet ſaill on the 13th 


of Morch, anchoring at Seville on 


the 15th of the ſame Month of 


March, 1493 ; ſeven; Months and 


four Days after his Departure from 


(4) Hiſtorie del S. F ernando Columbo „ Cap 
XXXVIII. 


P. 77. 
(5) Ibid. Cap. XXXIX. p. 82. £ 


(6) Garcia Ts Reſende, vida del 4 Rep D. 5 


Joas. 0 II. Evora 1554, fol. 
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( 14 ) 
Palos (1). He left Seville in order 
to proceed to Barcelona, where 
their Catholic Majeſties then were, 
and arrived at that City about the 
Middle of April 1493 (2). 
In Company with Columbus in 
this his firſt Voyage, were three 
Ships; one of which, commanded 
by Martin Alonſo Pinzon, having 
ſuffered extremely by contraryWinds, 
upon their Return from Hiſpaniola 
to Seville, was obliged to put into 
Galicia. 

Let us now examine, what Pro- 
bability there is, that the Venereal 
Diſtemper ſhould have been =] 
from America in this firſt Voyage. 
Not the leaſt mention is made of | 
this Diſtemper in the Life of Chri- 
ſtopher Columbus; and if the Crew, 
at their Return, had been infected 
with this Diſeaſe, it cannot be ſup- 
poſed, that his Son would have 
; omitted 


(1) Colomb. ibid. Cap, XLI. p. 84. 
(2) Ibid. p. 84. 6. 
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omitted mentioning it. Beſides Re- 
ſende would infallibly have taken 
Notice of ſuch an Event. He was 


a Portugueſe Gentleman, who, be- 
ſides Anecdotes of all the Tranſac- 
tions at Court, was compoling an 
Hiſtory of the King. If the Indians, 
or the Sailors, who returned with 
Columbus, were infected with this 
Diſtemper, they could not have con- 
cealed the Symptoms of this new 
Diſeaſe, which at that time, beſides 
being accompanied with excruciat- 
ing Pains, declared itſelf in the Face 
by a ghaſtly Deformity: So that ſuch 
a Disfigurement muſt have been 
perceived at Lisbon and at Valpa- 
raiſo, where they went to be pre- 
ſented to the Court. Reſende him- 
ſelf ſays, that he ſaw Columbus and 
his Retinue ; ſo that, had this new 
Diſtemper appeared at that time 
it could not have eſcaped him, 
and the Remarkableneſs of it, wall 


C-2 doubt- 


douhtleſs have procured it a Place | in 


his Work. 

Befides, ſome Veſtiges of the Ori 
gin of the Venereal Diſeaſe, would 
certainly have been found in the 
Works of Hernando del Pulgar, and 
of Gonſalo H:rnandes de Oviedo, Who 
were both with the Court at Bar- 
celona, when Columbus arrived. Her- 
nando mentions this Arrival of Cc- 
/umbus, and the Diſcovery of the 
Indies, in an Abridgment at the 
End of his Hiſtory ; but there 1s 
not the leait mention of the Ve- 
nereal Diſeaſe. Oviedo, in his ge- 
neral Hiſtory of the Indies, is as 72 
lent about it, as to this firſt Voy- 
age, referring the Epocha of this 
Diſtemper to Columbus s ſecond Voy- 
age, as we ſhall relate in the Se- 
quel. 

If the Venereal Diſeaſe had been 
brought from America this firſt Voy- 
age, the Crew of Pinzon's Ship, 
which put into Galicia, might have 

ſpread i 
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(091) 
ſpread it in thoſe Parts; but then 
this would have been taken Notice 
of by the Hiſtorians of thoſe Times ; 
yet not one of them mention any 
ſuch Thing, not even the Phyſi- 
cians, who, if Hiſtorians had over- 
looked it, are always careful to give 
a particular Account of every new 
Diſtempe rx. 

In fine, if all theſe Proofs fail of 
hbaving their due Weight; if it be 
ſtill infiſted on that this new Diſ- 
X temper was brought into Europe 
with Columbus in his firſt Voyage, 


an unanſwerable Confutation of this 


Opinion, may be drawn from the 
joint Authorities of Fulgoſa and To- 
relle, according to whom, it is ap- 
parent, that the Venereal Diſtemper 
was known in Europe, 10 early as 
the Beginning of the Year 1493, 
whereas Columbus's Arrival in Eu- 
rope from his firſt Voyage, was not 
till the "4th of March 1493. Is 
it not then undeniably clear, that 


© the 'Venereal Diſeaſe was already 
| ſpread in Europe, before that Na- 
vigator had fo much as landed 1 in it. 
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SECT. III. 


5 Whether the Venereal Diſeaſe came 
from America with Colombus 


in his Return Jrom his . 
[09 oyage, 


"= 
_ == 


'D MIRA L Colombus embark- 
ed a ſecond time at Cadiz, 
with ſeventeen Ships under his Com- 
mand on the 25th of September, 
1493, and — at Hiſpaniola the il | 
fame Year. The Spaniards, left on 
this Iſland by Colombus in his firſt 
Expedition, having diſperſed them- 
ſelves over the Country in queſt of 
Gold, each of them was for hav- 
ing four or five Wives. This Li- ; 
centiouſneſs gave Offence to the 
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(19) 
Indians, who. carried their Reſent- 
ment ſo far, as to attack the Fort 
BY which Colombus had erected. They 
ſucceeded in their Attempt, burn- 
ing and killing ſeveral Spaniards (2). 
Colombus finding Hiſpaniola in this 
Condition, exerted himſelf in the 
beſt manner to re-eſtabliſh Order; 
Quiet and Security, which having 
accompliſhed, he put to Sea, with 
Ja Deſign to paſs the Whole Year, - 
1494, in making new Diſcoveries. 
In this he was ſucceſsful,” for he 
2X diſcovered the Illands of 2 and 
Jamaica; but he underwent a great 
deal of Hardſhip and Diſtreſs, his 
Proviſions not only failing him, 
but he himſelf, and all "ng Crew, 
W ſickened at Sea. It was not with- 
out great Difficulty, that in ſuch 
E miſerable Circumſtances, he could 
return to Hiſpaniola, where he ar- 
rived on the 23d of September, 


1494 (3). : beans He 
g (2) Ibid. Cap. XLIX. m de 


(3) lbid. — Chap, XLIX to LX. 


620) 


He found this Iſland in the greateſt 
Diſtreſs and Miſery, the Spaniards 
having been reduced, by the Seve- 


rity and Continuance of the Fa- 


mine, to eat all kinds of Animals, 


not excepting Serpents, Lizards and 
other Reptiles. Oviedo aſſures us, 
that this Famine was cauſed by a 
Want of the Maiz; for the Tyran- 
ny of the Spaniards had ſo great- 
ly exaſperated the Indians, that they 
would neither ſow it, nor cultivate 
their Lands, looking upon Death as 


more eligible, than the cruel Sla- 


very in which they lived. Accord- 


ingly, great Numbers killed them- 


ſelves, and moſt of the reſt were 
ſwept away by Famine (1), the Ha- 


; 'vock 


(1) Loc. citat. Book II. Chap. XIII. I ſhall 
make uſe of the French Tranſlation, printed 
at Paris 1556. folio. p. 28. 6. Where half 
% of his Men died by mere Famine, ſo that 
% only dead Indians were to be found all over 
„the Country, the Stench of whoſe Bodies 
<< was ſo violent, as to produce a Peſtilential 
«+ Diſtemper among the Chriſtians.” | 


* 
N 
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(621) 
vock whereof was ſo dreadful, that 
the Number of the Inhabitants of 
Hiſpaniola, which, at the Time 
its Diſcovery, were not leſs than a 
Million, did not then exceed ve 
hundred (2). 
ü In this deplorable Conditicnpth a 
UW it was irremediable, the Admiral 
left Hispaniola, and put to Sea, 
on the 1oth of May 1496, in 
order to return to Spain, with 
two Ships, and two hundred and 
Ss twenty-five Spaniards, the greateſt 
Part of whom were ſickly. The 
Famine followed them in their Voy- 
age, and reduced them to ſuch 
Extremities, that the Spaniards were 
for eating the Indians, or at leaſt 
tor throwing them over-board, and 
would certainly have done it, had 
not the Admiral, in Abhorrence of 
ſuch an unnatural Expedient, inter- 
poſed and hindered the Execution. 
1 At 
(2) Oviedo, ibid. Lib. XXX. Cap. vn. 
| / 0531 writ this in the Year 1535 9 


( 22 ) 
At laſt, he arrived in Spain on the 
8th of June, 1496 (3), and im- 
mediately repaired to Burgos, where 
their Catholic Majeſties, at that 
Time, kept their Court, on Account 
of celebrating the Nuptials of Prince 
Don John with Margaret of Auſiria. 
Mariana places this Event from 
the Middle of April to the Month 
of June 1496 (4). 

In the Hiſtory of the Lite of 
Colombus, is to be found a curious 
and circumſtantial Account of the 
ſeveral Diſtempers, with which the 
Spaniards, and the Admiral himſelf, 
were afflicted during all their Voy- 
ages to the Year dy (5). Alſo 


every 
(3) ) Ferdinand, Colomb. Loc. citato, Cap. | 
LXIII. p. 149. On Waneſday the 8th of | 


88 June, when the Seamen were at the beight 


*© of Deſpair they diſcovered Odmira, which 
<< lies between Lisbon and Cape St. Vincent. 
| (4), Of the Spaniſpb Madrid Edit. Tom. II. 
P- 49 

(5) Ferdinand.” Colomb. Loc. citat: from 
Chap, LIII. to Chap. LXII. p. 146. 
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every thing of Moment relating to 


TFT a. 


( 23 ) 


the Religion, Ceremonies, Cuſtoms 
and Manners of the Country : Even 
their Phyſicians are mentioned, who 


b are called Bubuitibus. But through- 


out the whole, there is not one 


ſingle Word of any epidemical Diſ- 


temper. 

Although Don Ferdinand is en- 
tirely filent as to any ſuch Thing 
in the two firſt Voyages of Chri- 


F ſtopher Colombus, yet Oviedo politive- 


ly affirms, that this Diſtemper was 
introduced into Spain, on Colombus's 
Return from his ſecond Voyage. 
But from Oviedo's own Narrative, it 
would be eaſy to prove, that this 
Author has fallen into an Error, 
miſtaking for the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
thoſe Sickneſſes which were cauſed 
by the Famine, and bad Proviſions 
at the Time of that terrible Scar- 
city, to which the Spantards had 
been reduced, not only in the Iland 
of Hiſpaniola, but allo at Sea; and 

| — 


— 
* 


Ta 


(24) 


no leſs in their Diſcoveries of the 


Hands of Cuba and Jamaica, than 
in their Return from their ſecond 


Voyage, as above related. 

But let us ſuppoſe, that the Ve- 
Aral Diſeaſe was actually brought 
into Spain, by the People who came 
there with Colombus, at his Return 
from his ſecond Voyage, as Oviedo 


will have it (3). This Epocha oc- 


caſions a Contradiction with the 
preceding Facts, and which is ut- 
terly irreconcileable with Oviedo's 
Aſſertion. Colombuss Return into 
Spain from his ſecond Voyage was 
not till the Month of May 1496 ; 

but it is undeniably certain, that 
the Venereal Diſtemper had been 


known 

44) Loc. citat. Lib. II. Cap. XIII. And 
« becauſe I might be 8 with Negli- 
ce gence, if I paſſed over two new Diſeaſes, 
& which attended the Chriftians in the Admiral's 
„ ſecond Voyage—one of which was brought 


„into Spain with Columbus at his Return 


e from his ſecond. Voyage, and was from 


* thence ſpread over all the other Provinces, 
© and other foreign Countries, &c.” 


ben} 
known in Italy in the very Begin- 
ning of the Year 1495, and in France, 
at the fartheſt, in the Month of 
June of the lame Year. This. 
Monſtrates the F alſity of Oviedo 8 
Epocha, the Difference being Wr 5 
than a Tear. 

Here a Fact offers itſelf for our 
| Diſeuflion; as it might be made — 
of to prove, that the Venereal Diſ- 
Scale might have been brought 
from America into Europe, at chat 
Time, vrhen it is allowed tochave 
been known in Laly and Hin 
The Fact is this; Colombus, on his 
leaving Hiſpaniola, in his firſt Voy- 
age to return into Spain, delegated 
the Government of the Ifland to 
Peter Margarita, with three hun- 
dred and ſeventy-four Men under 
him. Margarita abuſed the A 
thority with which he had been 
intruſted, and dreading a ſuitable 
Puniſhment, he quitted the Iſland 
before Golombus's R n failed 


for 


off all Reſtraint, and committed the 
moſt exceſſive Outrages on the In- 
dians. But as ſoon as Colombus was 
returned to Hiſpantola, he ſent thoſe 


under the Command of Antonio 
"Torres. Theſe Ships failed from 


1495 (1), which was ſoon After the 
8 1 of Margarita. 


poſition, that the Crews belonging 
to Margarita or Torres, brought the 


tiſcated; but the preciſe Date of nei- 
bal of them 18 to be found in 


(26) 
For Spain. Upon this, the Soldiers 
who remained in the Iſland, threw | 


Criminals to Spain in four Ships, 


Hiſpamola on the 24th of February 


On this may be founded a Sup- 


Venereal Diſeaſe into Spain in the 
Vear 1495. Io eſtabliſh this Sup- 
poſition, and give it the Strength 
of a Proof, the exact Time of the 
Arrwal of Margarita and Torres in 
Spain, muſt be previouſly authen- | 


the 


(1) Ferdinand, Colomb. "_ LX. p. 121 
and 122, 


05 1 5 = 

the Life of the Admiral, and all that 
is known of them is, that at the 
time of their Departure, a terrible 
Famine raged in Hiſpaniola, and: 
that they laboured under * ſeveral: 
Diſeaſes,” occaſioned by Hunger and 
unwholeſome Proviſions. At the: 
time of Torres's Departure, it is re- 
marked, in the Life of the Admi- 
ral, that there was not in the Iſland 
above nine hundred Spaniards, in 
cluding their Wives and. Children, 
and moſt of them ſick (2). Now, 
from this Account, it appears, that 


% * "0 bd. Ad 


p there was no other Diſtemper com 
e plained of in: Hiſpaniala, than thoſe 

which -owed.their Origin to the Fa- 
5 mine, which favours a Concluſion, 


de chat if the Crews of Margarita and 
| Torres brought any Diſtemper with 
them into Spain, it was not the 
Venereal. Beſides, it is not ſuffici- 
ently evident, that Margarita ever 
ke fled from Hiſpaniola.. Oviedo makes. 


4 EY + cn. SIC 
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Fr ts wid. p. 123. b. and 124. „ 190 


(25 ) 
no mention of his Eſcape; but, on 
the contrary, fays that Margarita 
was carried to Spain in the Fleet, 
which returned with Colombus from 
his ſecond Voyage (3). But be that 
as it will, there is no Proof that 
the Venereal Diſtemper was tranſ- 
mitted into Europe by the Crews 
either of Margarita or Torres. All 
that has, or can be advanced on 
this Head, amounts to no more than 
a Suppoſition, — of Proba- 
ns | .- 
The Authority on which the 
great Streſs is laid, to prove that 
the Venereal Diſeaſe is of Ameri- 
can Extraction, is taken from Ovic- 
do. This Writer, indeed; expreſsly 
avers, that the TO Wee 


(3) Ibid. Lib. II. Cap Kilt bh Ly 
« turn; of tlie Admire to Spain, was in the 
© Year 1496, and like a Prifoner —— and 
ce the King and Queen had alſo ordered one 
* Buyl a Fryat, Moſes Peter Wargurita, and 
*© alfo the Commander Gallego, to be brought. 
over in the fame; Fleet, Sc“ 1 


Ke 


FF wt ny 


(2) 


it into Europe at their Return from 


their ſecond Voyage; and in Con- 
firmation of this, he ſays, that at 
that very time he faw Peter Mar 


gariia pale and ſick, and that he 


concluded within himſelf, that he 
had the Venereal Diſeaſe... Indeed, 
he is ſo candid as to add, that 


though he did not obſerve any Ve- 


rolical Puſtule , on this Adventurer's 


Face, yet. he. .conjectured, that he 


at that time ſuffered the Pains of 
the Venereal Diſeaſe (1). Can ſuch 
MS - kind 


= ) Lab. IF, Cap. XIV. pag. 32. of the 
Trench Tranſlation. 1 It will, be. ſufficient 
for the preſent, to know in what manner 
theſe Diſeaſes: were brought from Hipa- 
„ niolg,; with the Samples of the Gold of 
„ thoſe Indies. What I ſaid. in the preced- 
ing Chapter, that Columbus returned to 
“ Spain in the Vear 1496, is true, for I have 
S ſince ſeen and converſed with ſome: who - 
<< returned to Caſtile in Company with him, 
<< as. .the..Gayernor. Moſes Peter Margarita, 
« and the. Commanders Arr 27 and Gallego- 
40 This Gentleman fes Peter Mar- 
garita was ee ill, and. inceſſanthy 
| cen 


— 


(99) 
kind of Profs as - thefe - warrant 
Oviedo to. declare; that the Ve 


ne- 
© complaining, and I am apt to believe, 
that he had thoſe Pains upon him (the 
s original Spaniſb bas it, he. was fo. full. of 
Pain and Complaints, that I alſo believe, 
that he had thofe Pains which are ufuat 
*© with thoſe who have contracted this Dif- 
*© temper) which they uſua'ly feel, who are 
infected with this Diſtemper ; though I did 
ee not ſee any Sores upon him, nor any Signs 
* of a Pox, {in the Original it is, but 1 
©* ſaw no Buboes upon him) ſo that ſoon 
after, in the Year 1496, this Diſtemper was 
de perceived to have reached the Courtiers, 
which, however, at its Beginning, was only 


a 


„among the lower Claſs of People; and it 
*© was looked upon is certain, that it was 
s contracted by a Commeree with ' public 
„ Proſtitutes, by libidinous Pleaſures, and diſ- 
orderly Luſts. Son after it reached Per- 
“s ſons of the higheſt Rank. It was a molt 
** amazing Diſeafe to every one, partly be- 
„ cauſe of its Contagion and Humour, and 
partly becauſe of its proving fatal to great 
Numbers. Soon after that illuſtrious 
General Gonxales Fernandez de Cordova was 
*© ſent into Jtah, with a fie and numerous 
Army (this is a Miftake, for Cordova was 
arrived ih-7taly the preceding Year) by their 
Catholick Majeſties, &c.”” 


ir 


he. Soo een 


((st)) 
real Diſtemper was brought into 
Europe from America?" And muft 


his Word alone meet with ſuch De- 
ference às to be credited in this 


Point? Let this is the en Au- 
thority this Opinion can boaſt, no 


other Teſtimony being to be found 
which in the leaſt makes for it; 


beſides, in the Sequel, it ſhall be 


ſhewn, that the Author bontradicts 
himſelf in this very Fact, and that 


from His own Account it is demon- 
ſtrable, that neither Margaritals 


Crow, 9 the two hundred and 


twenty five Samen, who came 
home 115 Colombus, did bring the 
Venereal Diſtemper into Europe at 


their Return from the ſecond Voy- 
age to America. 


© Oviedo, relates, that the great Hy- 
midity of £6 


— Provifions which the Spa- 
niardt were forced th make ule of, 
brought upon them incurable Dif- 
tempers. And that the "Y - 

| thole 


A paniela, and the un- 
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{{:32)) 
thoſe | who firſt arrived in (Spain; 


'S were as yellow as Saffron, and died 


ſoon after their return (1) This 


was doubtleſs the Cauſe of Peter 
1 Margarita 8 Sickneſs, and the Pale- 
neſs of his Face, taken Notice of 
3 by Oviedo. But he ought not to 


i have concluded from — that 


it was the Venereal Diſtemper, it 


being well known that at that time 
1. this 


(1) Lib. IL. D XIII p 29. of the Franch 
ao After po —— the extreme Fa- 
mine and Diſtreſs which the Spaniards ſuf- 
fered in Heiſpaniola, he proceeds, From 
<< which, together with the prodigious Hu- 
{© midity. of this Country, Wer owing ſeve- 
« ral very, terrible Diſtempe which te- 
* mained incurable in thoſe it i is not de- 

« prive of their Lives; and therefore the firſt 
<< Spaniards, who returncl hither} after their 
Search after Gold, did not bring the Luftre 
« of Gold in their er des, but the 
% Colour of Saffron, or of a Lemon, their 
„ Complexions deing of a yellow Hue, and 
„were withal fo ill, prove immediately or 
« ſoon after their Arrival in Caſtile, — 
with the above-mentioned Famine and Dif- 


6 elſe, and their Diſtempers, they died, &c,”? 


— 


=” Pow at I om 


(633) 
this Diſtemper fhewed itſelf in the 
Face by frightful Tumours, and the 
Author himſelf owns, that Mar ga- 
rita had none ef theſe. Beſides, 
he adds, (as we have already ſaid, 
and what cannot be too often re- 
peated) that he concluded, that the 
Patient muſt feel great Pains ; but 
he does not ſay, that he was in- 
formed of it by the Patient, and 
it was ſuch an Information alone 
that could ſufficiently verify the Fact. 
do that we may not only reaſonably 
doubt of it, but all things duly con- 
ſidered, conclude, that the Spaniards 
brought no other Diſtemper from A. 
mericd, than what were cauſed by Fa- 
mine and the Length of their Voyages. 
One Circumſtance which we may 
believe upon the Credit of Ovirdo, be- 
eauſe he clearly proves it, is, that the 
Venereal Diſtemper broke out in 
Spain in the Year 14963 and that its 
Ravages were not inferior to thoſe of 
the Plague itſelf, We have already 
l 2 : 6 ſhewn 
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L mn 
fhewn that this very Diſtemper be- 
gan in Italy) above a Year before, 

conſequently it is a palpable Miſtake 
in Oviedo to affirm, that this Diſ- 
eaſe was carried into Italy by the 
Army of Gonzalo Fernandez de Cor- 
oda. We fhall confider the Cir- 
cumftances of this Expedition, in or- 
der to expoſe and YE e 8 
Mallake... 3 vo 


SECT TW. 


Whether the Army of Pocunier de 
"Cordova, communicated the Ve ene- 


real Diftemper to the French. 


T is well known that Abe, 
King of Spain, ſent to the Aſ- 
Ane of Ferdinand, King of Na- 
ples, an Army . by the 
famous Gonzalo de Cordova, and 
that this Army was hindered by 
contrary Winds from reaching 
brat Meſſina. 


. TW ) 

Meſſina, before the 24th of May, 
1495 (1). Oviedo is Heatly mil 
taken, when he ſays, that chere 
were in Cordova's Army ſeveral $ 

niarde, who had the Venereal Diſ- 
caſe, and that theſe Spaniards had 
ſerved under Colombus in his ſecond 
Voyage to America (2). This is 
the Vehicle he has H for con- 
veying the Venereal Diſeaſe from 
Spain to Italy. But this Fact is diſ- 
proved by Contradictions in Oviedo 
himſelf, and alſo by the Hiſtorians 
of thoſe Times. From this Author, 
and alſo from Ferdinand Colombus, 
it is certain, that Colombus did not 
return from es: ſecond. A till 


f 


0 i) betete he follow P. Charlie „Trag- 
| Nation, Paris 1725. 410. 5 Vol.) in the Year 
1495. Tom. IV. p. 173, op Ferdinand Cor- 
„ dova, whom bis Catholic Majeſty: ſent to 
* the Aſſiſtance of the King of Naples, had 
< been at firſt obliged, by Steen Winds, 
3 to put into Majorca. With all his Dili- 
<< gence he could not reach  Meſſma before 
< the 28th of May, c.. 


(0 Lb. XI. Cap. XIV. p. 32. b. 


1 39) 
the Year 1496; And Oviedo adds, 
that the Venereal Diſtemper Was 
brought. from America at their Re- 
turn from this ſecond Voyage. If 
ſo, the Venereal Diſeaſe cannot be 
Faid to have been known in the 
Year 1495, either in Cordava's Ar- 

amy, or in ain, or tal, 

Oviedo is not the only Authck, 
tho has miſrepreſented this Fact. 
All the Authors in general, who 
have written on this Subject ſince 
the Year 1518, make the Spaniſb 
Army, under the Command of Cor- 
Ao ba, to be infected with the Ve- 
-neral Diſtemper, and to have com- 
municated it to the French Army, 
which was at Naples with Charles 
VIII. The F alſity of theſe Accounts 
may be eafily. ſhewn, by only ob- 
ſerving g the Dates of the Pente in 
queſtion. 1 25 

Charles VIII. fot out Sees Rome 
on the 28th of January 1495, and 
came before e with His Army 


ON 


| (% © 

my, on the 22d of February, from 
whence he marched with nine thou- 
fand Men on the 20th of May, in 
the fame Year. Conſequently the 
French Army, headed by their King, 
had left Naples, and were on their 
March towards Lombardy four Days 
before Cordova's Arrival at Meſſina ; 
fince it was the 24th of May, 1495, | 
before he landed on that Coaft. 
The Spaniſh Army marched from 
Meſſina into Calabria, where, having 
Joined the Troops of Ferdinand King 
of Naples, a Battle was. fought at 
Semenara, betwixt Cordova, and the 
French. Army, commanded by the 
Duke de Montpenfier, whom Charles 
VIE. had left to defend the King- 
dom of Naples. According to the 
Writers of thofe Times, the Battle 
of Semenara was fought in the 


Month of Tune, 1495 (1). 


(1) Mariana, Loc. citat. Guicciardini ad 
ann. 1495, London Edit. 


E This 


(39) 
1 This is the firſt Event which 
1 brought the Spaniſh and French Ar- 

„ mies together; but let it be obſerv- 
ed, that the Soldiers of the Duke 
de Montpenfier's Army, who got 
back to France, were only an in- 
conſiderable Number, and theſe re- 
= turned by Sea. The Venereal Diſ- 
© | \ temper could not have been com- 
municated either to the Venetians 
* or the Milaneſe by thoſe who re- 
mained, becauſe all Italy being then 
at Variance with France, it was im- 
practicable for the French Soldiers 
to march by Land from the King- 
dom of Naples to Lombardy. Be- 
ſides, the Spaniards, as we have be- 
fore obſerved, had not reached Me/- 
ina when Charles VIII. left Naples 
with the Army on the 2oth of 
May, 1495: Conſequently the Spa- 
mniards could not have communicat- 
ed the Venereal Diſtemper to the 
French, when Charles VIII. fought 


the 
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the Battle of Fuornouo, on the 1 5th 
of July in the fame Year... 

Let us ſuppoſe, contrary to all 
the Proofs we have alledged, that 
the Spaniards did communicate the 
Venereal Diſeaſe to the French 
immediately after the Battle of Se- 
menara. This Battle was fought | 
in the Month of June, 1495, which 
Epocha is poſterior to that which 
is attributed to the Appearance of 
the Venereal Diſtemper in Taly and 
France, it having been known in 
Italy ſo early as the Beginning of 
the Year 1495, and in France in 
the Month of June of the ſame 
Year : Conſequently the Spaniards 
could not be the original Propa- 
gators of a Diſeaſe, which was known 
in Ttaly before their Arrival in that 

Country. So that it is contrary. to 
all Argument and Hiſtorical Faith 
to maintain, that the French Army, 
commanded by their King Charles 
VIII. and that of the Venetians and 


3 | E 2 Mi- 
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Milaneſe, got the firſt Infections of 
the Venereal Diſtemper from the 
o 

It would have been ſufficient on- 
ly to have ſhewn, that the Sa- 
niſß Army was free from the Ve- 
nereal Diſtemper, and we have al- 
ready alledged ſo many convincing 
Proofs of this, that a Repetition 
would be needleſs. 
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SECT. V. 


Anſwers to ſome Objections tending 
to prove that the Venereal Difiem-. 
per was brought from America. 


FERE it might be objected 
from Oviedo, that the Vene- 
real Diſtemper having been brought 


from America in Colombus's firſt and 
ſecond Voyages, ſeveral of theſe 


Spaniards being in Cordova's Expe- 
dition in 1495, carried the ſame 
Diſtemper 


(41) 


Diſtemper into this Country. To 0 
this it is anſwered, that the Vene- 
real Diſeaſe has already been proved 
not to have been introduced into 
Europe by any of Colombus's People 
at their Return from the firſt Voy- 
age. It muſt alſo be proved, that 
the other Spaniards, who deſerted 
from, or left Hiſpaniola, ſoon after 
the Admiral's Departure, could not 
have been in the Army of Cor-- 
diva, nor in the Fleet commanded 
by the Count de Trivulcio. In or- 
der to this we ſhall begin by ob- 
ſerving, that this Fleet failed from 
Alicant in the Beginning of the Year 
1495, and arrived at Meſina on the 
24th of May the ſame Year (1). 

Me have already obſerved, that 
Peter Margarita, having abandoned 
Hiſpaniola with ſeveral Spaniards, 
Colombus ſoon after, that is on the 
24th of February 1495, diſpatched 
. E 2 •- 
(1) Mariana, ad an. 1495, Cap. VIII. Lib 
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Anthony Torres to Spain with * 


Ships, and what Criminals he had 
diſcovered 1 in the Iſland. But grant- 


ing that theſe Spaniards were in- 
fected with the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
or other Perſons ſince Colombus's 
firſt return into America, Allow- 
mg alſo, that in Cordova's Army, 
yhich ſailed from Alicant in the 
Beginning of the Year 1495 (2), 
there were ſome Spaniards infected, 
as Oviedo aſſerts, we have made it 


appear from Hiſtorians of the oreateſt 


Credit, that Cordova's Army never 
had any Intercourſe or Communi- 
cation with that of Charles VIII. 
We have alſo clearly ſhewn, that 


it was in the Month of May 1495, 
before Cerdova's Army arrived at 


Meſſina; and that the Venereal Di- 


ſtemper was known in Traly at the 


Beginning of that ſame Year. There- 
fore it Is needleſs to have Recourſe 


to 


(2) Decad, I. Cap. 4“, p. 10. b. Comglut 
1500, fol. 


te 


Cad} © ; 

to the Voyage: of Peter Margarita 
and Torres, in order to prove that 
they, or their Crews communicated . 
the Venereal Diſtemper to the Ar- 
my of Charles VIII. before Naples, 
The Contradiction of the Times 
and the Places relating to the Mo- 
tions of theſe two Armies are too 
notorious not to demonſtrate, that 
the Venereal Diſtemper could never 
be introduced into 1taly by Corde- 
va's Army. 
Beſides theſe naar Proofs, 
let us Appeal to three co-temporary 
Authors, who alone can clear up 
this Point of Hiſtory more to our 
Satisfaction, than all thoſe who have 
ſince written of i. 

Peter Martyr, who publiſhed his 
Hiſtory of the new World in the 
Year 1500, does not ſays one ſingle 
Word about the Venereal Diſeaſe. 
Ferdinando Colombus, who was bet 
ter informed than any other, is alſo 
entirely ſilent about it, till the Vear 
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5 C443. 
1498. yet each of them have given 
us a very particular Narrative of the 
Voyages, Wars, Diſeaſes, Famines, 
and Shipwrecks, which the Spani- 
ards went through in their Diſco- 
very of the new World. : 
Oviedo not only places the Epo- 
cha of the Appearance of the Ve- 
nereal Diſtemper in the Year 1496, 
but, as an Eye-Witneſs, he ſays, 
(1) * ſoon after the Year 1496 
« this Diſtemper was perceived a- 
„ mong the Courtiers, yet never- 
ee theleſs, at its firſt Appearance, it 
« was-only found among the lower 
« Claſs of People.” But the origi- 
nal Words of the Author are more 
in our Favour : y deſde apoeos meſes 
& el and ſuſa dicho de mil Mccccxcvi.” 
He there ſpeaks of Colombus's ſe- 
cond Return in the Year 1496, and 
then adds, that a few Months after 
the Venereal Diſeaſe, which he there 
calls Buas, began to break out. We 
1 re 


* 


(1) Lib. II. Cap. XIV. 
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have already ſhewn, that it was in 
the Month of June 1496, when 
Colombus arrived. in Spain from his 
ſecond Voyage. If the Venereal 
Diſtemper began to appear within 
2 few Months after, then this Dif- 
caſe began to ſpread in the Au- 
tumn 1496. It is obſerved by Phy- 
ſicians, agreeable to Sydenham s Opi» 
nion, that Epidemics of a Chronis 
cal Nature, begin about Autumn, 
and ſuch is the Nature of the Ve- 
nereal Diſeaſe. Oviedo ſays, that 
this Diſtemper was firſt taken No- 
tice of among the Courtiers. The 
meaning in the Original is more 
clear: Se comengo a ſentir eſta 
dolencia entre algunos Corteſanos; 
* pero en aquellos principios era efte 
% mal entre perſonas baxas y ee 
„ Authoridad.” 

It has been the i Obſer- 
vation of Phyſicians, that Epidemi- 
cal Diſtempers always begin among 


the lower ſort of People. This was 
the 


(46) 

the Caſe of the Venereal Diſeaſe. 
Ovieds's whole Account is ſo well 
circumſtanciated, as ſhews him to 
have been living, and an attentive 
Obſerver of the Appearance of the 
Venereal Diſeaſe in Spain. 
From the Hiſtories of Plagues 
and E idemics, it may be gathered, 
that their Progreſs is always from 
the Eaſt to the Weſt, which Di- 
rection the Venereal Diſtemper has 


followed, beginning in Taly, and 


one Year and a half afterwards bew 
ing itſelf in Spain. To enlarge on 
proving this Aſſertion, which may be 
done inconteſtable, would exceed the 
Limits of this Diſſertation. | 
Thus theſe three Authors clearly 
prove, that this Diſtemper was not 
obſerved in any of the Spani/h Do- 
minions till the Autumn of 1496. 
Let us now conſider the Hittory of 
Navigation, which abounds with 
ne ſtrongeſt Feen, that the Vene- 


real 
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real Diſeaſe was not brought from 
America into Europe, 

It is known, that the unc of 


Java, the Coaſt of Malabar, and 
other Parts of the Eall-Indies, are 
ſubject to an endemial Diſtemper, 


called Mordechin (1). There is alſo 
an endemial Diſtemper, called Pede 


Strumqſi, among thoſe Indians who 
term themſelves. Chriſtians: of St. 


Thomas (2). 


The Diſtemper, whieh the En- 
gliſb calls the Yaws, but in Guinea 


Language is called Pian, is not only 
endemial to that Coaſt of Nice but 


to all its Weſtern Parts. 
The Leproſy at Carcbagens in 


America; the Nigua, or the Drau- 
cunculus  Avicenne, Los Empeynes, 
a kind of Leproſy, Bicho, which 
is a kind of inflammatory Fever, 


with 
F 1) Hiſtory of the Academy of Sciences, 


Ann. 1708. p. 57. Entertaining Letters, 


Tom. IX. p. 250 & 254. Thevenet. Tom. III. 


(2) Miſcell. Medico-Phyſic. Decur. II. 
Tom, III. Obſervat. 13. 


(4) 
with an extreme Relaxation of the 
Inteſtinum Rectum, are fo many en- 
demialDiftempers both on the Conti- 
nent and Iſlands of South America (3); 
as that called Boubas by the Porty- | 
gueſe is throughout all Brazil (a). 
+ During theſe. two hundred and 
fifty laſt Years, the Parts have been 
frequented by European Ships; and | 


P 3 1 folk as 


what is more, ſeveral Europeans, | 
after living there ſeveral Years, have 


returned directly. into Europe, and 
yet it is certain that none of theſe 
endemial Diſtempers above mention- 
ed have by theſemeans been brought 
into Europe. So that it feems ſtrange, 
that the Venereal Diſeaſe alone 
ſhould have the Privilege of be- 
ing conveyed from America in a 
Fleet, and ſpread over theſe Parts 
of the World by its Seamen. Thus 
(3) P. Guimilla Orinoque illuſtrado 410. 
Madrid 1742. D. Antonio de Ulloa, Rela- 
cion Hiftorica de la America Meridional, 
Tom. I. p. 62. _ 3 : 
(4) Guilielm. Piſo. Lib, II. Cap. XVI. 


(49) 
it is manifeſt, that the Opinion of 
thoſe, who will have this Diſtem- 
per to have been imported from 


America, is equally oppoſite both 
to Eee and Nat ural Philo- 
ſophyy. 

S ydenbam, chat ſagacious Obſerver 
of the Diſeaſes of the Human Body, 
affirms,thatif the different Alterations 
of the Air from Hot to Cold, and 
from Cold to Hot, had not the Power 
of extinguiſhing. the Plague, the 
whole human Race, after once con · 
tracting this Contagion, would in- 
fallibly be ſwept away (1). How 
is 1t poflible, that the Venereal 
Diſtemper being, according to Ovze- 
do, endemial in Hiſpaniola, which 
"A almoſt under the Tropic, did 
not ceaſe on their approaching the 
colder Climate of Europe, after a 
Paſſage of two Months at leaſt ? 
Would not the Contrariety of the 
(.) Opera univerſa Edit, Lugd. Batavor, 

10 8e. * 108 & 109. 
F Tem- 


(ego) 
Temperature in Europe have the 
Power of arreſting that Venereal 
Virus, produced and fomented in 
a Climate where the Heat is vio- 
lent and continual? Whence is it 
that thoſe Diſtempers, which are 
endemial to Afia, Africa, and A. 
merica; have not yet been tranſ- 
ported into Europe? What Syden- 
bam ſays relating to the Peſtilence, 
abounds with the moſt convincing 
Reaſons to prove, that if theſe ende- 
mial Diſtempers have not yet reached 
us, we. are indebted for it to the 
different Alterations of the Air ; but 
then, for the ſame Reaſon, the Ve- 
nereal Diſtemper may be concluded 
to be under the ſame invincible 
Obſtruction of being tranſported 
from Hiſpaniola, or any other Coun- 
try beyond the Sea.. . 1255 
When the Pipe Worms, which 
greatly damaged the Ships and 
in the Year 1732, every Body ex- 
n = claimed 
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claimed againſt America, and eſpe- 


cially the Caribee Iſlands, whence it 
was concluded theſe Worms had 
been brought. But Monſ. Maſſuer, 
(1) and many other ingenious Na- 


turaliſts, were of Opinion, that this 


innumerable Quantity of Worms 
was nothing elſe, than a Vermi- 
cular Epidemia, which, in all Ap- 
pearance, would not be of any Gu | 


tinnance. The Juſtneſs of M. Maj- 


fuet's Sentiment has been abundant- 


ly verified by Experience, which 


always ſhews, that they who ſearch 
into the uſual Method of Nature' 8 
Operations, never have Recourſe to 
far fetched Cauſes to explain an 

of its Phenomena, Directly Bo 4 
have been the Conjectures ſince the 
Year 1518, with regard to the Ori- 


gin of the Venereat Diſtempers, 
every one would have it to have 


been tranſported” from America; C 
. n 5 2 5 1 but . 


(i) id. ſur les vers a tupau. 2 
1733. 8 0. p. 130. 


(52) 
but we have proved this Opinion 
to be as ill founded, as M. Maſpuet 
proved that with re card to the Ori- 
gin of the Pipe Worms. . 
In tracing the Origin, and com- 
2 a Hiſtory of the Venereal 


iſtemper, this Error of bringing 


it from America, might have been 
avoided by attending to the Contra- 
ditions between the Epocha' 8 of 


Colombus's Voyages, and thoſe of 


the firſt Appearances of this Diſ- 
temper in Italy and France; eſpe- 
cially to the Date of the return from 
the ſecond Voyage, which Ovzedo 
| fixes i in the Year 1496, which Date 
18 repeated no leſs than in three 
different Places, in his general Hi- 
4 ſtory of the Indies. It! is alſo in 

Roman Characters, which are leſs 
liable to be miſtaken than the A. 
rabic C phers, both in the Spaniſh 
eternal, and in the French 'Tran- 
ſlation, as well as the Tralian one 
of REamuze, It has been clearly 
Ferrer | chewn, 


eee. am 8 Tan BAYS 


 - 2 
ſhewn, that Colombus's Arrival in 
Spain was in the Year 1496, whilſt" 
their Catholic Majeſties kept their 
Court at Burgos, How a Miſtake 
of two Vears in this Date came to 
be made is unaccountable (1). 
This Author tells us, that Chrifto- 
pher Colombus failed on his ſecond 
Voyage in 1493, and that he re- 
turned the following Year, 1494. 
In ſuch Caſes the ſtricteſt Accuracy 
1s requiſite in Dates, ſince there is 
no way of deciding the preſent De- 
bate, but by a ſcrupulous and punc- 
tual Determination of the. ſeveral 
Epochas before- mentioned. How- 
ever, paſſing over ſeveral other Pal- 
fages in M. Aſiruc's excellent Per- 
formance] we think it better to ap- 
ply ourſelves to prevent the Ob- 
jections to Which our own Work | 
may. 4 be W ren rr N. 

F We 

(1) Lib. 1 Cap. XI. p. 81. tn 45. edit, 
1740. Par. 4to. 2 Vol. 5 


enn 
We are informed: in the Life of 
Clombus, that he ſet out on his 
third Voyage to America on the zoth 
of May, 1498, with fix Ships. He 
touched at the Iſlands of Cape Verd, 
where, after he began to recover 
from an inflammatory Fever, he was 
ſeized with the Gout. He obſerved, 
that the Leproſy was very common 
among the. Inhabitants of theſe 
Iſlands, and that their Remedy for 
it was the Blood of a Tortoiſe. 
He farther takes Notice, that the 
Air in the Iſland of Sr. Jago is ſo 
very unhealthy, that three-fourths 
of the Inhabitants are conſtantly 


fick. Beſides the above-mentioned 


Diſorders, Colombus ſuffered alſo in 
his Eyes, during the Proſecution df 
his Voyage by the Iſlands of Con- 
chas, Cubagua, and others towards 
Jamaica. At length, on the zoth 
of August, 1498, he arrived at Hiſ- 
paniola, which he found in a. ver 


terrible Condition, the greateſt Part 
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of the Spaniards whom he had left 


there being dead, and above one 


hundred and fixty of the Survivors 


violently infected with the French 
Pox, which are the expreſs Words 
of the Italian Franſlation of his 
Life#4) -7 2:74: 

This is the irftArticle of the Hiſto- 
ry of the Indies which | mentions the 
Word Pox. But we ſhall ſoon: ſhew;. 
that either Ferdinand Colombus, or de 
Ulla,his Tranſlator, are miſtaken in 
this Point. Peter Martyr ſays, that 
Colombus arrived at Hiſpaniola the 
29th of May, 1498; and though 
he enlarges on the Calamities brought 
on this Iſland by Wars and Tumult, 
yet he analhes nel the leaſt mention 
1 Hiſtorie Fi Ferdinand Columbo Som 
Chap. LXV. to Chap. LXXIII. ſrom p. 151. 
b. to 164, &c. In [Chag p. LXXIII. p. 164. | 
© Becauſe a great Part of the People left by 
him there were already dead, and of the 
40 others, there were above an hundred and 


* fixty ill of the French bn: 2 mal 
85 | Branedfe) 
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of the Venereal Diſtemper (2), not 
only in this Chapter but throughout 
his whole Hiſtory. | 
Were we to grant, that the Ve- 
nereal Diſtemper had at that time 
got footing in Hiſpaniola, that is 
no Reaſon for concluding, that this 
Diſtemper was originally of that 
Country, but rather the contrary, 
that it had been brought hither 
from Europe; for the Venereal Diſ- 
eaſe having began to ſhew itſelf 
in Sparn in the Year 1496, accord- 


ing to Oviedo's Account, who was 


an Eye-Witneſs of the firſt Irrup- 
tion of this Diſtemper (3), it is very 
probable, that it was carried over from 
„ ain 
(2) Decad. I. Chap. VI. p. 22. on the 29th 


of May of the Year 1698, Colombus c. 


nl. 

(3) Lib. I. Chap. XIV. p. 32. b. So that 
„ ſoon after the Year 1496, ſome Courtiers 
e were found to be infected with this Dif- 
te temper, though in its Beginning it was only 
&« among the lower Claſs of People, and Per- 


0 ſons of ſmall Account, and it was thought 


4% certain, &c.“ 
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Spain to America in thoſe Ships 
which went thither from Spain, 
after the Year 1496, it being cer- 
tain, that not a few Ships were ſent 
thither during the Interval between 
the ſecond and third Voyages of 
Colombus. Therefore it ſhould ap- 
pear ſtrange, that on his Arrival in 
this third Voyage he ſhould find 
this Diſtemper in America : Nor 
ought it to be thence concluded, 
that the Venereal Diſeaſe is ende- 
mial to H:/pamnala. : + :. ime 
A careful Attention to the eir- 
cumſtantial Accounts of Ferdinand 
Colombus (a), Oviedo (5), Peter 
Martyr, relating to the Famines, 
Wars, Voyages and Shipwrecks, 
which the Spaniards underwent. at= 


U 


ter the firſt Year - of their Unding 


(4) Cap. LXXIII. p. 164. b. «© But after 


** the fiſt Year, coming to want the Con- 
** venier.ces of Spain, and their Sickneſſes 
and Diſtreſſes continually increaſing, they 
« grew violently difeontented; c.“ 20 
15) In the Beginning of Chap. XIV. Lib. I. 
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( 53) | 
in Hiſpaniola, will eafily account for 
their contracting ſeveral Diſtempers, 
as the Cachexy, Jaundice, and Scur- 
vy. Nor is it at all ſurprizing, that 
the Colour of their Faces was turn- 
ed yellow, and that they had Ul- 
cers in the Legs, Gums, and Mouth. 
Oviedo omits none of thete Diſorders, 
as may be ſeen in the above Ci- 
tations. is 
Phyſicians know that upon the 
firſt clearing of a wild and woody 
Country, it emits Vapours capable 
of producing Diſtempers of all kinds, 
both acute and chronical. The 
Portugueſe woefully experienced 
this, when they began their Plan- 
tations at Pernambuco, The Dutch 
alſo were expoſed to the ſame 
Inconveniences, as William Piſen 
often obſerves. To this may be 
added, that the . Spaniards at that 
time in Hiſpaniola were deftitute of 
all manner of Conveniences. Ac- 
_ cording to Peter Martyr, in the 
p Pro- 


( 59 ) 

Proſecution of their Wars, they were 
obliged to lie all Night in the open 
Air, being deſtitute of Tents. Now 
it is well known, that the Dew, 
in Countries between the Tropics, 
is often the Cauſe of Peſtilential 
Diſorders. Unwholeſome Proviſions, 
and even Famine, together with all 
the Miſeries attending Shipwrecks, 
are not leſs fatal to the Health of 
Mankind. 

Such a Combination of G. 
could not fail bringing Diſtempers 
on the hundred and ſixty Spaniar ds 
whom Colombus found in a terrible 
Condition, without ſuppoſing. it to 
be the Pox. I do not doubt but 
that the Diſtemper mentioned by 
Ferdinand Colombus, is expreſſed in 
the Original of the Word Bobas, or 
Bouas, which is uſed by Oviedo. 
The Spanzards, indeed call the Ve- 
nereal Diſeaſe Buas, or Bobas, but 
they alſo give that Appellation to 
all red Puſtules and Ulcers on any 


Part 


(6 
Part of the Body. But however 
poſitive Oviedo is with regard to this 
Diſeaſe being common amonſt the 
Indians, there is not a ſingle Word 
of it throughout all Peter Martyr's 
Decades. Conſequently the Silence 
of this Author, and alſo of Ferd:- 
dand Golombus, may juſtly bring the 
Truth of Oviedo s Account into 
Queſtion (1). But in order to clear 


up this matter, it is proper to exa- 


mine what that Diſtemper is, which 


under the Names of Buas, or Bo- 
bas im "Spaniſh, and Boubas in Por- 
tugueſe, ſeems to be endemial in 
r bs] 
I am acquainted, but only with 
three Authors, who make mention 
of this Diſtemper. The firſt is 


Aleyxo de Abreu, who was a Phy- 
clan in Bragil, in the Beginning of 


, 
(1) Don Antonio d Ul'ra, Vol. II. Book VI. 
Chap, VI. p. 563. In his Hiſtorical Account 
of South America ; ſays, that though the 
„ Venereal Diſeaſe is ſo common in Ame- 
rica it very rarely infects the Indians.“ 


pin hen 2 —— 


— 
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(61) 
the laſt Century, and who has pub- 
liſhed a Treatife called dus Boubus e 
4% mal de Loandd: . William "Piſon;, 
who treats largely of this Diſtem- 
per, proves it to be endemial in 
Brazil, and very different from the 
Venereal Difeaſe (2). M. Cardoſo 
Coutinho," a Phyſician of extenſive 
Knowledge at the Hague, who be 
fides being a Native of Rio Janeiro, 
practiſed Phyſie in Brazil, Has g1— 
ven me the beſt Inforniations; I 
could any where gather, of the Ex 
ſence and Nature of this Diſcafe. 
I had wrote to him, deſiring a far- 
ther inſight into this Matter. In 
his obliging Anſwer, dated at the 
Hague, December 13, 1745. he ac- 
quainted me, that there was a very 
great Difference between the Pi- 
temper called Boubas and the Ve- 
nereal Diſeaſe. Every Age is ſub= 
ject to the American Boabas, even 


(2) De Indiz veriuſque Natur. Medic. : 
Lib, II. at XVI. pag IJ 4 


n 
— 
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Infants of one Year old, both Male 
and Female, though neither the 
Father, Mother, nor Nurſe, were 
ever the leaſt infected with the Ve- 
nereral Diſeaſe. He added, that the 
Phyſicians i in the Cure of theſe two 

Diſtempers, made uſe of different 
Remedies, and that the Boubas was 
not to be removed either by Mer- 
cury, Guaiacum, & W. 
A very accurate Deſcription of the 
Diſtemper called the Tas, in the 
Southern Iſlands of an may 
be found in the Phy/ical Eſſays o 


the Edinburgh Society (1 ). The 


anonymous Author aſſures us, that 


this Diſtemper is endemial in A.- 


frica, and that it was carried to 


America by Negro Slaves; and that 
this Diſtemper, both in its Symp- 


toms, and Method of Cure, is very 


different from the Venereal Diſeaſe. 
The Sentiments of this Author on 


this 


60 Vol v. __ II. p. 787. Edinburgh, 
1744. 68. 


( 63.) 
this Head, are entirely agreeably to 
thoſe of Wi iam Piſon, and Aleyxo 
de Abreu. Yet this is the very ſame 
Diſtemper which Sydenham (2) and 
ſeveral others, who. wrote before 
and fince him, have confounded 
with the Venereal Dea, 7, HE 
It is very difficult to know cer- 


tainly, whether this Diſtemper be, 
endemial both in Africa . and Ami- 
rica ; they who have given an Agr 


count of it, omitting to tell 1 

whether che Number of thoſe 1. 
able to it in America be very con- 
ſiderable, and whether it be com-, 


mon to Blacks and Whites. One 


Particular is very certain, viz. that 


it is very different from the Vene- 


real Diſeaſe. If it might fairly be 
ſuppoſed, that this Diſtemper called 


the -Yaws, being primarily contract 
ed in Hiſpaniola, was brought over 
into Europe by Colombus at his re- 

2 2 33 turn 


(a2) Fe unter, Lugd. me 17260 
dvo. Epiſtol. Reſpons. H. p. 389. 
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turn from his firſt Voyage, yet this 
is no Reaſon to 5 that the 
Venereal Diſtemper flowed from 
the ſame Origin, there being ſuch 
an eſſential and conſpicuous Diffe- 
rence between theſe two Diſtem- 
ſters. But nothing can be plainer 
than that neither of them came 
from America, ſince they are not 
fo much as once mentioned either 


by Ferdinand Colombus, or Peter 
Martyr. Both theſe Authors, and 


eſpecially the former, are very cir- 
cumſtantial in their Detail of the 
Diſtempers which reign in the Coun- 
tries they deſcribe, and the Reme- 
dies made uſe of by the Natives. 


So that it is not to be imagined, 


A 


that they would have pafſed over 


in ſilence the Venereal Diſeaſe, if 


they had heard it mentioned in that 
Part of the World; and if any Per- 
ſon had been infected, with it, he 
could not have ayoided being taken 


* 


T4381 ; 24 * 
Notice of, ſince the firſt Symptoms 


PETE M; 
* 1 | 
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thereof appeared in the Face. Be- 
ſides, it is impoſſible, that ſo dan- 


gerous a Diſtemper as that of the 


Veneral Diſeaſe, which had proved 
fatal to ſuch great Numbers, and 
by which a a ſtill greater Number 
were horribly disfigured, ſhould 
have eſcaped the Obſervation of 
Hiſtorians, who wrote the Hiſtory 


of the Kings of Spain, and parti- 
cularly that of the new World (1); 


yet Hernando del Pulgar, Luccio, 


Marineo Sicculo (2), and Alonſo 
Eſtanques (3), make not the leaſt 


mention of it; tho' they give a parti- 


cular Account of Colombus's Voyages: 
1. Go £2 NTT 


C; 1) Alexander Benedictus. Lib. XXVII. 
de menſtruis et vulvæ, Sc. Cap. I. p. 410. 


Edit. Venet. 15 33. fol. Pain was added 
eto Deformity, for we obſerve, that it de- 


« prives Patients of Eyes, Glands, Noſe, 
« Feet, and other PRs of the Body.” 
(2) Coroniſta de los Reyes Catholicos Al- 
cala de Henares 1539. fol < 
(3) Manuſcript inthe” Library of M Con 
vay, the Author whereof has writ the Life of 
K. Ferdinand the Catholick to his Death. 1516. 


©” 2m, | 
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SE CT. VI. 


bort, oho- have treated of "the 

Venerrul ' Diſeaſe" fince tbe Year 

on 16, to think that this Diftem- 
ber 0wes 115 Origin to America. 


FIG the Phyſicians who have 
Written on the Veneral Diſ- 
temper, before the Year 1516, were 
unanimous in an Opinion, that this 

Diſeaſe was only an Epidemia, 
produced by the Influence of the 
Planets, or — malignant Quality, 


or Alteration in the Elements. M. 


Aſtruc, which is an Inſtance of his 
extenſive Erudition, quotes all thoſe 


different Authors, and relates their 
Cumanus, 


Fobn Widman, Gaſpar Torella, Bar- 
tholomew Montagnana, . Anthony Be- 


mvenius, Wendelin Lock, ; a 
Cataneus, Peter Trapolinus, Jobn 


Aimenar, TOR 4 780, and Martin 
Bro- 


r 

Brocardus, who all wrote at tlis 
time when the Venereal Diſeaſe 
was in its Infancy, aſſert it to be an 
Epidemia (1). re R 1a 
This was the iiceived: O 
till the Time of Nieholag'P 
No ſooner had this Author pads a 
liſhed, that the Guaiacum, 2 
was of Hiſpaniola Growth; removi 
ed the Vene — 1 ry. than all 


Sn yr mr a : wn it was 
their Opinion, that the Diſtemper 
N muſt certainly d come from the {ame 


fab 2 Robe, Place 
(i) vol. II. & Ma venereis an 54% 


to p · 627. 1 AN 
(2) He lived in- 151). Vid. Aſtruc. ibid. 
of the 


p. 623. By the Sl Conſequences 
emper, almaſt all were-look- 


© faid French Diſt 
* ed upon to be in a deſperate” Condition, 
« when notwithſtanding. the ſeveral Medi- 
e cines made ufe of: (and they were almoſt 
© innumerable) had not ſalutary Effect; but 
the ſucceeding Cure of all of them by 


„ Guatacum Lignum, es accqunted may to 
60 a Miracle, Gy. -- Yu of 


( 68) 
Place with the Remedy. Leonar- 
dus Schmaus (1) was the firſt who 
expreſsly ſaid, that the Venereal Diſ— 
temper was originally derived from 
America; he alſo ſays, that Guaia- 
cum is a Specific for it. Indeed, 
herein he contradicts himſelf; for he 
adds, that this Diſeaſe was an Epi- 
demia, ariſing from a noxious Qua- 
lity in the Air, and the Irregularity 
of the Seaſons. However, ſince this 
Author, the majority of Phyſicians, | 
and Hiſtorians in general, have con- 
curred in aſſerting, that the Vene- 
real Diſeaſe came from America: 
Contrary tothe Authority of thoſe Au- 
thors who lived at the Time when this 
Diſtemper firſt appeared. There 
have, however, been ſome Authors 
of great Repute, who would not be 
biaſſed by the vulgar Opinion, as 
M. Aftruc has juſtly obſerved: He 
notes them all; but it will be ſuf- 
cient for me to relate the Opi- 
(i) He lived in 1518. Aſtruc. ibid. p. 627. 
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nion of Fracaſtar, who was 
moſt learned and experienced Phy: 
ſician of his Age. R 
This Author was no Stranger to 
what Ovieda had ſaid, concerning 
the Origin of the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
ſince it was to him that Ramuxa 
dedicated his Collection of Voy- 
ages, among Which. is Oviedo's ge- 
neral Hiſtory, of the Indies; yet Fra 
caſtor is poſitive, the W Diſ- 


eaſe 1s an Epidemia, and as a Proof 


of this Opis. 995 (1 0 * 2 


(1) Ds i sis, Lb. 1 3 . 
XII. p. 92, Venetus 1584. 4 „ AS 
„ the original Derivation of the Diſtemper, 
„ ſome — judged this Contagion to have 
been brought hither from that new World, 
„which the Spaniards have diſcovered! i bo 
< their Voyages, where this Diſtemper 1 


6 very common and violent. As a Mark of 


this they ſay, that this Diſtemper iſ kp- 
<< peared among us won aſter the Voyages 
„ had been made thither, and an Intercourſe 
contracted with that People. On. which 
5 Account alſo it was firſt pereeiv ed ameng 
25 Spaniards. Thus they. imagine, that bag 

In- 
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Diſtemper is communicable abſtract- 
ly from Coition; and that he could 
not conceive how a Chronical Diſ- 


temper could diffuſe itſelf through 


all Europe in ſo ſhort a Time, if 
its Principle had been only a Con- 
tagion landed in Spain at the Ar- 
rival of a Fleet. He adds, that at 


the ſame Time Spain, France, Ita- 


ty, and the North, were infected 
with the Venereal Diſeaſe. 
| - 


we infeclion entirel conſiſts in a Contagion 
from Perſon to Perſon : but the Truth is, 
that though the greateſt Part of the Sut- 

s ferers contract this Diſtemper by Conta- 

© gion, it is obſervable, — many others 
ce © have been afflicted with this Infection, im- 

** mediately by themſelves, without any Con- 
< © tagion. . Beſides, it would have been im- 

*< poſſible: that a Contagion of a ſlow Nature, 
te and firſt brought to Spain in one Fleet, 
4e ſhould, in ſo ſhort- a time, have over-run 
6c ſo many Countries; fince it is certain, that 
&« at the ſame time, or at leaſt very nearly, 
it not only infeſted Spain, France, and Itah, 


* but Germany alſo, and reached even to 
bn. 7. | 3 


(99 ] 

It may be objected, that the Spa- 
niards were without all doubt in- 
formed by the Inhabitants of Hij- 
pantola, that the Guaiacum Was a 
Specific for the Venereal Diſeale ; ; 
which proves, at the ſame time, 
that theſe Inhabitants of Hiſpanio- 
la made uſe of the ſame Medicine 
for the Cure of that Diſtemper, al 
anſwer firſt; that the Guaracum Was 
not the only Medicine made uſe of 
for the Cure of the Venereal Diſ- 
temper in the Time of Oviedo and 
Rodrigo de la Iſla; for the former 
plainly ſays (1), that the Inſular In- 
dians uſed Guaiacum in the Cure 
of this Diſtemper, and thoſe on the 
Continent made uſe of Herbs, which 
he does not name. Ane latter, 5 


», © 
1 ha , 
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(1) 2 apud Ramuzium, Cop. 
LXXVI. p. 65. Thus the Indians in the 
<« Iflands 12 it very eaſily with this Wood; 
ce and on the Continent with Herbs and other 
*« Inpredients, they being excellent Botaniſts. 
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. (on). 
according to (2) Welcbius, ſays, that 
not only the Guaiacum was uſed 
in curing the Venereal Diſeaſe, but 
alſo a Decoction of the Indian Fig- 
tree. The Guaiacum being of a 
balſamie Nature, which is very pro- 

er for curing Cachexies, Humid 
Jeurvies, and Ulcers, which pro- 
ceed from them, it is not at all 


ſtrange, that the Indians ſhould make 


uſe of this Remedy in ſuch Cafes. 
The Spaniards, who came to the 
Hand of Hiſpaniola, being ſeized 
with the ſame Diſtempers, or hay- 
ing 'been infected 'with the Vene- 
real Difeaſe fince the Year 1496, 


did not fail to make uſe of the 


Guaiacum, upon their being in- 
formed that this Medicine was a 
certain Cure in Diſtempers, whoſe 
Symptoms were very ſimilar to thoſe 

e 
(2) Welſchius ad obſervationes Cumani, 
p. 32. in Sylloge curationum et obſervatio- 
num medicinalium, 4%. Water, or a moſt 


bitter Decoction of the Indian Fig. tree.“ 


* 
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of the Venereal. So that there is 
no room for a poſitive Deciſion, 
that the Venereal Diſeaſe was en- 
demial in Hiſpaniola, becauſe the 
Guaiacum, which grows there na- 
turally, per forms ſuch happy Effects 


in that Diſtemper, which it does i in 
_— other Caſes. Tn 


IEC VII. 


The Venereal Diſeaſe is an Eyide- 
mical Diſtemper, which, begin- 
ning in Italy, at the ſame time 
ſpread itſelf into France, and over 


all the reſt of Europe. * 


T. has already been neun, that 
the Venereal Diſeaſe egan in 
Tealy at the Time of Chantal VIII's 
e thither at the Head of 
a numerous Army. It has been 
alſo obſerved, that this Prince ar- 
rived at Rome on the laſt Day of 
* Dr; 


(-74 ) 
December, 1494, which induced us 
to conclude, that this Diſtemper 
began in the Autumn of 1494; 
or, at the lateſt, in the Spring of 
the Year 1495, both in Aub and 
France. We have hkewile farther 
mentioned the E Dali atic 1 of Gon- 
zalo Fernandes de Cordova's Army at 
Alicant, in the Beginning of the 
Year 1495. We have clearly prov- 
ed, that Colonibus arrived from his 
firſt American Voyage in the Month 
of May, 1493, and that not one 
Perſon in his Fleet had the leaſt 
Touch of the Venereal Diſeaſe. 
We have alio demonftrated, that 
Columbus's Return from his ſecond 
American Voyage was not till above 
a Year afterwards, when the Ve- 
nereal Diſeaſe was known in Taly 
and France, ſince it was not be- 
fore the Month of April, 1490, 
that he arrived. In fine, it is not 
to be controverted after what we 
dave ſaid in the foregoing Pages, 
VV that 


(75) 
that the Diſtempers which at that 
Time defolated Hiſpaniola, and 
which infected the Spantards who 
came to Spain with Peter Marga- 
rita, were not Venereal, but Diſ- 
orders brought upon them by Fa- 
mine, and other Difſtreſſes, to which 
the Spaniards had been expoſed, 
both in their Stay in Hi/panicla, and 
in the Courſe of their Voyages. 

Theſe Facts being authenticated 
by Authors, not only Co-tempora- 
ries, but moſt of them Eye-Wit- 
neſſes, nothing is more certain, than 
that the Venereal Diſtemper is an 
Epidemia of European Extraction. 
To give this Opinion the utmoſt 
Proofs it will admit of, and place 
it beyond all Controverſy, I fhall 
relate the Circumſtances which pre- 
cede, or uſually accompany Epide- 
mical Diftempers, and compare them 
with thoſe which preceded and 
— the Venereal Dit- 
C 
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Of -all the Authors, he; from- 
Hippocrates to the preſent Time, 
have treated of Epidemical Diſtem- 
pers, there is not one who does 
not mention ſome ſenſible Changes 
in the Elements, and great Irregu- 
larities in the Seaſons. The Begin- 
ning of theſe Diſtempers are de- 
noted by ſuch violent and terrible 
Symptoms, as cauſe immediate Death. 
Theſe Authors, and eſpecially Sy- 
 denham (i), who is, perhaps, the 
moſt judicious of them all, unani- 
mouſly fay, that the Poiſon of Epi- 
demical Diſtempers in their. Begin- 
nings is ſo ſubtile as to mix with 
the moſt volatile Parts of our Body, 
and that the Effects of its Paſſage 
through it are fatal. The Subtilty 
of this Poiſon, decreaſes daily, be- 


coming 


(1 ) Cap. II. febr. peſtilentis et peſtis SP 
et 1662, p. 111, et feq. editionis Lugd. Bat. 
Ste alſo Hader Mye de morbis et ſymptoma - 
thus popularibus Bredanis. Antwerpiæ 1627, 
4t9. & Isbrandi de Diemerbroek. tract. de 


Peſte. Amſtelodami. 1665. 4to. 
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coming more groſs, and Death does 
not follow ſo immediately, as not 
to allow the Phyficians time to make 
their Obſervations on the Symptoms 
of the Difſtemper. The Patients, 
who, in the Beginning of the Con- 
tagion were carried off in four, fix,” 
or twe! four Hours, generally live. 
to the third, and even the ſeventh 
Day. In ſhort, when Epidemical 
Dillempens have laſted for ix 
Weeks, or three Months, the Groſs- 
neſs. of the Poiſon {till increaſing, 
Nature ſtruggles with it longer, 
whereby at laſt it overcome or gets 
the better. | 

'The Hiſtorians and Phy Leu 85 
* have given us the Hiſtory: of 
the Times in which the Venerdal 
Diſtemper firſt appeared, are all full 
of the great Alterations in the Ele- 
ments, and very fenfible- Intempe- 
ratures which happened in the Sea- 


ſons, of which We hall produce 


ſome Paſſages. 1281200 A 25 
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Nic * Leonicenus 000” "9 great. 
Inundations . which. happ ened over 


all: Laß) (1 ii The fame is confirm- 


5 
(i) ri Balle, I 183 yy | fol. a mor- 
bo Gallico, p. 124. Therefore we believe, 
that the Diſtemper, commonly called the 
French Diſeaſe, is to be claſſed among the 
£ . Epidemias 3 that is, ſuch as ſpread them-. 
e ſelves gradually. After the Kon le of _ | 
&« Phyſicians, in ſuch Points, we e fall po; 
** ot thoſe Cauſes which ſeem moſt ad 
ral. This is certain, that in the ſame Year 
< when the French Diſtemper firſt appeared, 
ce there happened great Inundations all over ta- 
«1: Rome, which at the ſame time was viſited 
by Ane the Plague, was the firſt Sufferer, 
(this happened before the Arrival of:Charles 
« VIII. at this Capital) the Tiber. ſwelling to 
4 ſuch a Degree as to be every where navi- 
e gable. In which we include not only thoſe 
% Tnundations of Waters, which incommoded 
the City of Rome, but which alſo, about 
e the ſame time, did ſuch vaſt Damages, j in 
« ſeveral Parts of Europe ; ; for the Rhine in 
<« I/e/iphalia, the Po in the Countries of Fer- 
e rara and Bononia, the Atheſis, in the Ter- 
<« ritories of Venice, overflowed their Banks, 
* with the ſame Violence as the Tiber did 
s at Rome. The Air in the Summer con- 
42 tracted a hot and * Intemperature 


like 


(79). 


ed by Alexanaer. Benedictus (2); and 
adds a berthere that the Waben Were 
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b 10 like as af te W wich dhe Cb in-, 
' | | . vaded Hah. = | LF $1 
| There were 3 Peſtilences, and 3 
C ungations- beſides a kind of Itch 
which ſo nearly reſembled/a Leproſy,: that! 
— « it disfigured Men too hideoufly to be ænown. 
I „Now have not, we in, ſeveral Parts of Zach, 
4 « felt 'moſt, I may ſay all. theſe Calamities; 

a 6s; Inundatiens, as we have ſaic, Scateity q“ in 
2 « ſome Places, the Peſtilence;rand: befides theſe, 
% Earthquakes—— But an Itch, if it may be 
L „called an Itch, has over- run all tab ly and, 
[ « {fill continues its v lolency... 80 5 
E | 94,2 - + Mir; FJOWONOL ava | 


| © inan py dar oy manner, Choke 0 
J ah in the Month of October, 1493. And! + 
N © among other Rivers, the-Athefis carried away. 
. ce a large Bridge, &c. ibid. For the Spring 
F « was variable, and reſembled an Autumn. 
0 < The Mildnefs of this Seaſon was very ex- 
7 « traordinary There being neither Snow 
nor Rain, ſo that he boaſted of the uncom- 
| « mon. Favourableneſs of the W * for, 
<< without, the leaſt Inconvenience, he could 
4 n the Field all the Winter; which i is Very, 
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(8. 
7 irregular, not only in this, but 
alfo in the Year 1494. Beſides 
1 1 min which 
Places were viſited wth FA Peſti- | 


tence ; there were Earthquakes and 
Famines, and the Winter was as 


has given us eons: of it, e, 
that duch Alterations in the Seaſons 
are always followed with Peſtilen- 


tral Epidemias (3 
Nov let us Bene the Symp- 


toms by which the Venereal Dis- 


eaſe, declared itſelf at its firſt Ap- 

arance. The diſmal Condition to: 
which e Patients were reduced, 
was ſo much the more worthy of 
1 Com- 

Ju to be done, eſpecially by thofe who 
ere not uſed to the Climate: the King Charlia 
ot VIII.) encouraged by thefe Advantages, 


« «marched againſt the Kingiom of Naples, c.“ 
1 3) Lib. J. de contagiolis morbis, Cap. . 
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($1 ) 
Compaſlion, as the greateſt Part of 
them had not deſerved it by any 
debauched Practices; for this Diſ- 
temper. was not. always the. Effect 


1 1 3 44 \ JE 1 45 84 
of an immediate Contact. Fracaſlor, 


and ſeveral Phyſicians of that Time 
affirm, that it was often contracted 
without any libidinous Commerce. 
The ſame Fracaſtor relates (1); 
* (4) Ibid: Lib. II. C 
There were ſome viſible Signs of this In- 
fection, as Melancholy, Laſſitude, Paleneſs, 

** and in general, Ulcers in the Parts of. Ge- 
©© neration, not unlike thoſe which uſually pro- 
*+* ceed from that Species of Corruption, called 
© Caries, but of a very different Nature; for 
** theſe were not to be removed but by the ut- 
** moſt Difficulty, and when cured in one 
Part, they continually broke out in ano- 
* ther, Scabious Puſtlules appeared on, the 
Skin, in ſome, and even the greateſt Part 
they began on. the Skull, and in others, on 
other Parts. At firſt, they were very ſmall, 
but by degrees they increaſed to the Size, 
and not unlike the Cup of an Acorn, though 
** they were not all alike, for in ſomg they were 
„ ſmall and dry, in others large and purus 
lent. In ſome they were livid, in others 
„ e whitiſh ; 


682) 


that during the firſt. thirty-five 
Years after the firft Eruption of the 
* whitiſh ; in others again, they were hard 
© and of a reddiſh Colour; but of what kind 
© ſoever they were, in a few Days they broke, 
© and emitted a mucilaginous Pus. The 
* Nauſeouſneſs and Quantity of a thin Mat- 
ter, which was continually. lowing out is 
*© almoſt inconceivable. Afterwards they prey- 
ed upon the Subject Iike thoſe Ulcers called 
„ Phagedenic, and they not only corroded. 
the Fleſh, but alfo, very often, penetrated 

the Bones. Where this Diſtemper began 
F with ſuch violent Symptoms, the Patients 

were ſubject to a Defluxion, which ſome- 
times eroded the Palate, fometimes the Roof 
* of the Mouth, fometimes the Fauces, and 
* 'Tonfils. Some Patients loſt their Lips, 
** fore their Noſes, ſome their Eyes, and 
* fome their Privities. All the Limbs 
became langnid, they were reftleſs, defected, 
© extremely paſſionate, and laſcivious, Their 
Faces and Legs fwelled ——— What we 
* now ſpeak of were Things which are paſt, 
for within theſe twenty Years the Puſtules 
& have decreafed, but the Ulcers of the 
© Month have rather increaſed. -—— Beſides 
c this Diſtemper has alſo undergone a very 
„great Change, even within theſe laft Six 
© Years, few or no Puſtules being to be 
44145 ik „en, 


N 


r ers Pagorntiee, gh net Or an 
4 * 4 * 


5 P A by p 
8 by — Es | | * 
- 3 « SELL : 
. : ; hes * 1 0 < 
i . > ab WS 


(683) 2 i 
e Venereal Diſtemper, the Minds of 
e the Patients were at firſt diſorder d; 
chey felt a Laſſitude throughout 
d | their whole Body, their Faces turn- 
4 ed fallow ; ſoon after their Parts of 


Generation mortified; Puſtles broke 

5 out in their Forehead ; afterwards 

is _ Virus ſhewed itſelf in the Uvu- 

5 la, and the Lips; then it penetra- 

FE ted into the Hines, and, the Noſe 

d | dropt off. The Venereal Diſeaſe, 

n after raging with this Violence for 

” above twenty Years, became more 

f | moderate. As its Poiſon began te 

d be more Grals, its Violence abated ; 

? the Blotches and Corroſions of the 

s | Fleſh and Bones were diminiſhed, 

, and almoſt totally ceaſed; but in 

£ their ſtead, appeared different kind 

CE of 
1 4 ſeen, and the Pains alſo are greatly abated; | 
* * but the above-mentioned Ulcers ſtill re- 4 
5 «4 main; and what ſeems very ſtrange, it. is — 
5 © not attended with a Depilation .of all Parts [ | 


« of the Body, and what is worſe, in its 
85 „ preſent State, great Numbers not · only have 
5 Fe their Teeth looſened, but alſo dropt out. 


of Tumors: At length this Dis- 


(83) 


temper” ſeemed; * in every Reſpect; 
to be greatly Abated. In Fracaflor's 


Time all its Symptoms were thoſe 


Tumers, the falling off of the Hairs 
from every Part of the _y; and 
|the Loſs of the Teeth. 

The State of this Diſtemper "ROY 
fore 5 to! have varled three 
Times thirty-five Years, and 
theſe. Changes: were ſenſible at the 
End of every ten Years. Upon 
comparing the above Symptoms 
with thoſe mentioned by Fallope, 
and with thoſe which have been 
obſerved in the ſame Diſtemper, 
from the Beginning of the preſent 
Century, the Difference will be 
found ſo great, as to incline one 


to imagine, that the Venereal Dil- 


temper: is intirely different from 
what it was formerly. Poſlibly on 
ſome other Occaſion we may more 
fully diſcuſs this Subject, together 
with we Effects e in the 


31 : vo : Banan 


4 


human Body by this modified, and 
4 if I may ſo call it, thus concealed Ve- 


3 


a nereal Virus. £15,588 

» This being the Caſe, let Phyſi- 

cians determine whether it be poſ- 

6 3 7 1 

1 fible, that a contagious Diſtemper 
admits of ſuch a Change of Nature, 

1 and Abatement of its Violence. The 


Hiſtory of the Small-Pox affords a 
1 fatisfactory Deciſion of this Point. 
The Deſcription given by Sydenham 


f of this Diſtemper agrees, in every i} 
x particular, with that of Rh, who ' 

wrote in the ninth Century. That 0 
the Small-Pox was firſt communi- | 


cated to us by the Saracens, is an * 
: uncontroverted Certainty. Here F 
then is an Inſtance of a contagi- 


| ous Diſtemper, whoſe Symptoms 
has conſtantly remained the fame, 
whilſt thoſe of the Venereal Dif- 
| 


| temper has paſt through ſeveral 
| Changes. This Difference is a 
Proof, that the Venereal Diſtem- 
per was not originally communi- 


cated 
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(6 ) 
cated by Contagion ; but began ſud- 
denly in Lal, by a noxious Altera- 
tion in the Element. 

If all the Proofs which have been 
already alledged in Confirmation 
of our Opinion, with regard to 
the Origin of the Venereal Diſ- 
temper, ſhould not appear conclu- 
ſive, theſe Phyſical Arguments may 
be ſtrengthened by Reaſon drawn 
from the Probability of Events. 
It has already been obſerved, that 
Fracaſlor could not conceive how | 
the Venereal Diſeaſe could be de- 
rived from America, it having ap- 
peared at the ſame time in Italy, 
France, Germany, and all the 
Northern Countries. He might have 
included Scotland, and probably, 
England; for there is a Law of 
James IV. of Scotland, dated the 
22d of September 1494 (1), which 
Was enacted on Account of the Ve- 


nereal 

(1) Philoſophical TranſaQtions N® 469. Art. 

V. p. 420. 
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( 
nereal Diſeaſe, called at that Time 
Grandgor. 


Now, it is evident, that Laws 


in ſuch Caſes are never made, till 


the Diſtemper is got to ſack a 
Height, as to infe& moſt of the 
Subjects; ſo that it may juſtly be 
concluded, that the Venereal Diſ- 
temper was in Scotland a Year: or 
two before the Promulgation of 


that Law, as it had been in France, 
when the Parliament of Paris pub- 


liſhed an Arret on Occaſion of the 
ſame Diſtemper in 1496. Conſe- 
quently, the Venereal Diſtemper 
was known in Scotland in 1495, 
or at the lateſt in 1496, and at the 
ſame Time in Spain; for Oviedo 


ſays, that he ſaw the very Beginnings 
ol it in that mi; in 1496. 


It is very ſurprizing to find, 
upon conſulting the Authors who 
have treated of this Diſtemper in 
1496, that both Aa and Africa 


were at the ſame Time as much 
14 in- 


infeſted with it as Europe, Seba- 


(88 ) 


tian Brant, Jofedh Grunfeck (1 ), 
and Sabeliicics (2), are all unani- 


mous in aſſerting this, and a Fact 


warranted by ſo many Authors of 
Repute, who were Eye- Witneſſes, 
muſt be indubitable. 

Some may, perhaps, think it pro- 
bable, that the Venereal Dilcaſe 
was carried into Africa by the 
"Sink; who fled thither on their 

xpulſion out of Spain, by Order 
of their Catholic Majeſties. What 
favours this . is a common 
Miſtake made concerning the Time 
when the Jeus were driven out 


of Spain. The true Date of this 
is prior to that which Lea Aßri- 
cauus affigns it (3). It was in 


F492 that the Jos een from 


Spain, 


2 1) * Aftruc, Tom. U. de Lue vene- 
tea, p. 545 & p. 550. 

(2) Ennead X. Lib. IX. p. 1037. dir 
Baſil. ad ann. 1495. | 


( 3) Africæ deſcriptio, Lib. I. apud Aſtiue. 
Lib. 1 Cap. XI. p. 82. 
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f tugal, and the Coaſts of the Mediter> 


have found full Information with 


| Regard to the Truth of this Fact. 
When once it is demonſtrated that 


(89) 
ain, to ſhelter themſelves in Par- 


renean; for the Edict of their Pro- 


; ſcription, which allowed them only 


four Months to remove, was pub- 
liſhed in the Month of March of 
this Year; which proves, that all 
the Jews who left Spain, departed 
in the Month of Tune, — 
Mariana (4), is very expreſs on 
this Head, and Garibay confirms 
it, which places it dan all doubt. 


It is ſurprizing, that Dr. Friend 


(55 who was perfectly acquainted 


with the Spaniſh, did not conſult 


theſe Authors, where he would 


the Jews left Spain in 1492, it is 


not to be ſuppoſed, that any of 
them had the leaſt Touch of the 
Venereal D Wan their 


\ n | 
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(4) Lib. XXIV. Cap. I. ad ann, 1492. : 
<5) NON of Phyſick. 
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(90) 


Departure, becauſe it was not till 
the Year 1496, that Columbus ar- 
rived in Europe from his ſecond 
American Voyage, and his firſt Re- 
turn was not till the Month of 
April, 1493. But by adopting the 


Opinion of Leo Africanus, that this 


Diſtemper was communicated to 
the Africans by the Spaniſh Jews, 
would be a Proof, that it was in 
this Kingdom ſonie time before the 
Spaniards had any intercourſe with 
the Americans. This Diſtemper 
can therefore by no means be ſaid 
to be of American Extraction, as I 
have endeavoured to prove. 


„ 


CONCLUSION. 


J. C HE Venereal Diſtemper 


was known in France, 


and eſpecially in Italy, before the 
Arrival of Colombus in Spain from 


his ſecond American Voyage. _ 
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„„ 
II. The Spaniſh Army command- 


.d by Cordova, did not communi- 
cate this Diſtemper to that of the 
French, theſe two Armies never 
coming in Sight of each other; 
and beſides, the Venereal Diſeaſe 


was known in Haly, before the Spa- 
niſh Army's Arrival at Meſſina. So 
that if the Spaniſh Soldiers did pro- 
pagate this Infection in Taly, they 
were not, however, the originat 
Authors of i. 

III. The Hiſtory of this Diſtem. 
per proves, that it was originally 
an Epidemia. It was preceded and 
attended by all the concomitant 


Phænomena, which are productive 


of ſuch a Diſtemper. 

IV. We have ſhewn, that the 
Diſcovery of the Guaiacum in Hi. 
paniola, has occaſion'd a Miſtake, 
with regard to the Origin of the 
Venereal Diſeaſe, it having been too 
haſtily ne that a Diſtemper 

muſt 
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muſt be natural to the 


ich naturally produces it Specific. 
V. Laſtly, we hope, that we 
have ſufficiently anſwered the chief 


3 


Objections which might be brought 
againſt the Facts we have advanced; 
and we | flatter ourfelves, that who. 
ever duly weighs the various Proofs 
ve have alledged, will renounce an 
Error which we have detected, and 
acknowledge the Truth of the Facts 


we have ſo clearly eſtabliſhed. 
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